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“Historical” Account of a Tsunami 
 
 A brief account by Mark Twain (Samuel L. Clemens) in “Roughing It” 

published in 1872 describes a tsunami associated with an 1840 (approx.) 

eruption and earthquake on the island of Hawaii.  “The earthquakes caused 

some loss of human life, and a prodigious tidal wave swept inland, carrying 

everything before it and drowning a number of natives.  The devastation 

consummated along the route traversed by the river of lava was complete    

and incalculable.  Only a Pompeii and a Herculaneum were needed at the    

foot of Kilauea to make the story of the irruption immortal.” 
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